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the adjacent one. The relatives and close friends of the newlyweds
who had waited in the ante-room watched the concluding part of the
ceremony.
Inouye noticed the sake cup trembling in the bride's hands as he
began: "ta—ka—-sa—go—y-a-a! Ko—no—ura—fune—ni—"
He could not go on.
The listeners, who took his pause as a dramatic gesture, waited
expectantly. Inouye struggled hard to go on. His throat was dry and
his tongue stiff.
Just then the governess ushered Shinko's mother into the ante-
room. Okiku was almost pushed to Saionji's side in the first row. She
sat and bowed low.
The slight disturbance made the bride look up. Her eyes flashed
as her mother raised her face. Shinko was radiant and lifted the cup
to her mouth.
Genro Ito took a deep breath and Genro Inouye's utai went on
melodiously.
"Is it not great that at last we can discuss any problems freely in the
light of Socialist principles? Hurrah for the Nipponese Socialists!"
shouted a young student waiting for his liberal associates to gather
in an old tenement house in Tokyo. An instructor in sociology at
Waseda University, named Abe Iso, replied: "But, my comrade, the
present situation seems so unreal. Think, until just a few months ago,
the Government made us miserable by applying strict measures of
suppression. We couldn't publish our pamphlets, we couldn't hold
meetings, we couldn't speak in public squares, and we couldn't openly
organize our political groups—"
"This new Premier Saionji must be either tremendously broad-
minded or knows so much about the liberal theories that he is un-
afraid of the Socialist movement. Wasn't he the fellow who was once
interested in the French School of Socialism?" the young man in-
quired.
"Yes, but for the last twenty-five years the people thought Saionji
had quite forgotten his liberalism. Although he kept radical young
men close to him all these years, we certainly did not expect him to
lift the ban against our group over-night."
Looking steadily at the young friend he said: "The only thing I am
afraid of is a reaction to the present status—"
"Why?" the young comrade demanded.

